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House of Burgess: Trump's lip 
service to LGBTQ 


Meanwhile, RNC adopts discriminatory 
platform 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


During his acceptance speech Thursday at the end of the Republican 
National Convention in Cleveland, presidential nominee Donald Trump 


made a historic pronouncement. Well, historic for the GOP, anyway. 


“Only weeks ago, in Orlando, Florida, 49 wonderful Americans were 
savagely murdered by an Islamic terrorist. This time, the terrorist targeted 


our LGBTQ community. No good. And we’re going to stop it. As your 


president, I will do everything in my power to protect our LGBTQ citizens 
from the violence and oppression of a hateful foreign ideology. Believe me,” 
he said, to rapturous chanting and applause. “I have to say, as a Republican 


it is so nice to hear you cheering for what I just said. Thank you.” 


This was on the same night billionaire venture capitalist Peter Thiel 


addressed the same crowd with a similar message. 


“Now we are told that the great debate is about who gets to use which 
bathroom,” he said. “This is a distraction from our real problems. Who 
cares? Of course, every American has a unique identity. I am proud to be 
gay. Iam proud to be a Republican. But most of all I am proud to be an 
American. I don’t pretend to agree with every plank in our party’s platform; 
but fake culture wars only distract us from our economic decline, and 


nobody in this race is being honest about it except Donald Trump.” 


Really? Were the delegates from North Carolina cheering for that line? They 


seem to care very much about who uses which bathroom. 


The previous evening, former House Speaker Newt Gingrich dropped a nod 


to the same community in his address. 


“If our enemies had their way, gays, lesbians and transgender citizens 
would be put to death as they are today in the Islamic State and Iran,” he 


said. 


All this rah-rah cheering for LGBTQ citizens is a real head-scratcher, given 
what the party approved as its official policy just days before. As has been 
pointed out by the Log Cabin Republicans, a group of gay conservatives, the 
adopted language of the Republican National Committee’s 2016 platform is 


chock full of discrimination. 


“There’s no way to sugar-coat this: I’m mad as hell — and I know you are, 
too,” wrote the group’s president, Gregory T. Angelo, July 12. “Moments 
ago, the Republican Party passed the most anti-LGBT Platform in the 
Party’s 162-year history. Opposition to marriage equality, nonsense about 
bathrooms, an endorsement of the debunked psychological practice of ‘pray 
the gay away’ — it’s all in there. This isn’t my GOP, and I know it’s not 


yours either.” 


First, the RNC adopts this draconian platform. Then, from the convention 
stage, Trump and his supporters pay lip service to this oppressed minority, 


but only so they can demonize Muslim Americans. 


Over the course of the campaign season, Trump has already made it clear 
where he stands on the Supreme Court’s historic decision legalizing gay 


marriage in the 2015 case of Obergefell v. Hodges. 


“T think [evangelicals] can trust me on traditional marriage,” he told the 
Christian Broadcasting Network’s David Brody in a February interview. 


“Frankly, I was very much in favor of having the court rule that it goes to 


states, and let the states decide. And that was a shocking decision for you 


and for me and for a lot of other people.” 


So, gay conservatives, if there are any of you left, please understand this: 
Neither Trump nor the Republican Party care a thing about you. Don’t listen 


to the words from the convention stage, pay attention to their actions off it. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 


via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


